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Whateverthe explanation for them, Unidentified

FlyingObjectsexist— and ridiculeis not goingto make
them go away.Such was the main conclusionof what
claimedto be the biggest international

UFO conference,

in Acapulco,Mexico.

The conference marked something of a watershed

in the historyof UFOlogy,as devoteescall the science.

The subject,said
the experts,has pas-

sedfromtherealms

of ridiculeand car-
toons

toa
degree

of
serious acceptance.

The problemnow
is to urge national

and internationalau-
thorities

to devote

greatereffortsto
the phenomenon.

Withthisend in
mind, the conference
endorsed

a callby Sir
Eric Gairy, prime Minister

of the Caribbean

islandof Grenada,for
the UnitedNationsto
set up somesortof
psychicresearchinsti-

tuteto lookintothe
BermudaTriangle—
an areaof the Carib-
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bean whereshipsand
planes have disappear-

ed
mysteriously

— and
relatedproblemssuch
as UFOs.
Sir Eric offered

Grenadaas the sitefor
another international
conference

to act as a
follow-upto Acapulco,
probablyin 1979.

Scientistsand others
interestedin the sub-

jectclaimthe world
cannotsee the woodfor
the trees— thatthe
signsare all thereif
we interpretthem cor-

rectly.

Butthetrees
themselvesare suspicious.

Inevitably,UFOlogy
attractsmore than its
fair shareof cranks,,

and manyof the the-
orieson the

existence

of UFOsdriftintowild
speculationthough re-

taining

a
degree

of
credibility.

Mostexpertson the
subject(who includea
liberalsprinklingof
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scientistsand astro-physicists) agreedthat

the evidenceof UFO
sightingswas over

whelming.But their explana-
tionsvariedfromthe

popular extra-terresti-

al theory(thatthe

UFOs come from other
planets)to parapsycho-

logy
according

to
whichthereis a paral-

lel
universe capableof

materialising
in ours)

to argumentsthat Ein-
stein'stheoryof rela-

tivitymay needrevis-

ing.Thereis alsoa per-
sonalityclashbetween

those who present
themselvesas scient-

istsand
investigators

and thosewho have
had UFO experiences

and bringto the sub-
jectthe fervorof revi-

valists

of a
fanatical

religious cult.
The themeof UFOs

as the new
religion

is
likely

to be hearda lot
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spectacularon flying

saucersdirectedby the
directorof the alltime

box officesmash
"Jaws"is to be

released

in theUS laterin the
year.
The theme given

most coveragein Aca-
pulcowas that of ex-

tra-terresitialvisita-tions.

"The odds are over-whelmingly

in
favor

of
the

existence
of life

elsewhere— but not
necessarily

life as we
know it", said American

astrophysicist Dr
Allen Hynek.
But warnedHynek,

"the problemis much
more complexthan we
firstthought;we used
to thinkthe explana-

tion must be
extra-ter-

restial
or

nothing—

that'srubbish.And our
basic assumptionwas
thatwe werelooking

forlifeas we knewit,
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connected
to fleshand

blood".

Now, says Hynek,
UFOlogyis forcingits
way intothe ranksof
acceptedsciencesvir-

tually

by a
process

of
osmosis,as did acu-puncture.

But
appeals

for aid to furthersci-
entific, researchby or-ganisations

suchas
Hynek'sown Centrefor
UFO studieshave been
turneddownby the
Ford and" Guggenheim
Foundationsbecauseof
the

possibility

of ridi-
cule.

Statisticspresented
by Hynelcand otherexperts

such as French

astrophysicistJacques
Valle,showedremark-

able similarity.Con-
traryto popularbelief,

for example,UFO sigh-
tingsarenot

reported

mainlyby thosewho
area

littleweakin the
head or had been
drinking,but by all
age groupsand by
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of life.

Again,most UFOs
are reportednot just,
by one personbut by
groupsof people.Most
sightingsoccurin iso-

latedregionsof the
world,and many near,
military installations

— especially in North
America.

Turnto
Page43

From ROD CHAPMAN,

in Acapulco,Mexico

ing Objectsin officialparlance— existand
ridiculeis not goingto makethemshoveoff,
So decidedthe

UFOlogists
at their

international

conferencein Mexico.A GeminiNews Service
correspondent

who was at the conference

filedthis report.

ARETHEYFORREAL?
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ingisthefactthat
many

sightings
haveoccurredjustbefore

worldwarsor,
accord-

ingto LatinAmerican
experts,just before
earthquakes

(suchas
thosein Nicaragua

and
Guatemala).

PracticallyeveryAmericanspace mis-sionhasa UFOsight-

ingandamongthose

Whospotflyingsauc-
ersmost

regularly

areair

force pilotsthroughout
the world.

If someof the UFO-logists' explanations

sounda littlefar-fetched,

sodo
official

explanationsdiscount-
ingthe

sightings

such

as"itwasa
reflection

ofthesun"or"thein-
struments were

faulty").
Evenso,aquarter
of thesight-

ingsrecorded

by the
US Air Forceare un-

explained.
Whileexperts

inAcapulcoincludedUS
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ation
Starlight"

inAustin,Texas,is a mas-
siveUFO

monitoring
operation

— andJimLorenzen,directorof
the AerialPhenomena

ResearchOrganisation,
theyalsoincludedde-bunkers

of theextra-
terrestial theory.

Prominent

a m o n gthesewas US writer

and
journalist

JohnKeel,who claimed
UFOlogy

had becomeadangerous
new religion

whoseexponentswereleading

theworldinto
new DarkAge".

Keeldoesnotdenyphenomenon;

but links
it witha

magnetic

forcewhichhas
existed

throughouthistory
and causedmass hal-lucinations—sightings

of objectslikewitches,

theyetiandghosts

aswellas of
flyingsaucers.

Theforce,
he said,
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mass
manipulation

of

ThosewithUFO ex-periencestended

to ex-
hibitsymptomsoftrancesand recite

theirexperience

as isprogramed.Insteadofchasingflyingsaucers,

he urgedscientists

to"findthesource

of this

mischief."
JamesHurtak,an-other"debunker"

spokeof an
extended;

formof
consciousness,

levelsof universalin-telligence
whichare

beyondoursand
capable

of
controlling

thehumanmind.
CostaRicanJesuit

PriestSalvadorFreix-
edo

likened
thepheno-

menon

tothe
existence

of formsof
intelligence

in theupperstoreysof
a houseof whichManoccupiesthe ground
floor.

Anothertopicfor debate

at the
conference
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up of UFO
investiga-

tions

by
intelligence

agenciessuchas theCIA.


